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Carbon Initiative Forum is non-profit that aims to empower the youth through
the mainstreaming of climate policy in education. We see a void in the public
space on policy discussions about the climate. There hasn’t been enough awareness,
conversation and therefore expectation from the public towards policy makers
and corporations. We want to create a space, through CIF, for dialogue, discussion
and chiefly an impetus from youth and other individuals to drive actions at various
governance levels.
We are a comprehensive platform to ask the right questions to the right people
and gain clarity and our target audience includes youth of age group 14-28 years.

OUR MISSION IS TO EDUCATE & ENGAGE ON CLIMATE POLICY
Our
planet needs
each one of us right
now. We need you to
inspire change to control
climate change.

On our
platform, understand
what the policy makers
are doing to limit global
warming, engage with us
and enhance awareness
on it.

We enable
the youth to become
better future climate
decision makers by educating
them on climate change and
climate policy.

OUR OBJECTIVES
• Create city level chapters that work on city level issues
• Our vision is to become a national platform, growing and collated by the people
• Enable a larger movement and consequently a larger impact towards climate action

VOLUNTEER LIKE A PLANETEER!
Whether you’re a lifelong environmentalist, a new activist just starting out, or
someone totally new to the concept of climate change, join our #CIFClimateClub or
#LocalCityChapter and be the planeteers our planet needs.

LEAD THE WAY. INSPIRE THE YOUTH. CLIMATE POLICY NEEDS YOU.
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How do policymakers, businesses and civil society in India approach the challenge
of climate change? What do they believe global climate negotiations will
achieve and how? And how are Indian political and policy debates internalizing
climate change? Relatively little is known globally about internal climate debate
in emerging industrializing countries, but what happens in rapidly growing
economies like India’s will increasingly shape global climate change outcomes.
India is the 3rd largest emitter of greenhouse gasses behind China, the US.
In 2018, carbon emissions rose worldwide, primarily due to increased coal
consumption in China and India. Although both countries signed the 2015 Paris
Agreement, they continue to rely on coal as an important source of energy.
This poses a problem for climate change. After all, as the global salience of
Asian economies increases, any solution to climate problems must include a
massive switch over to renewables in these countries.
But India also needs to think about climate change given its extreme vulnerability.
Some of these effects are already visible in changed monsoon patterns, higher
incidents of heat waves, drought, migration, and so on.[1]

India’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC)
NDCs are submitted every five years to the UNFCCC secretariat. In order to enhance the
ambition over time the Paris Agreement provides that successive NDCs will represent
a progression compared to the previous NDC and reflect its highest possible ambition.
Parties were requested to submit the next round of NDCs (new NDCs or updated NDCs)
by 2020 and every five years thereafter (e.g. by 2020, 2025, 2030), regardless of their
respective implementation time frames.
Under the Paris Agreement, India has notably three nationally determined
contributions (NDCs), which includes the following:
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Lowering the emissions
intensity by 33-35% of its
GDP compared to 2005
levels by 2030.

Increase total cumulative
electricity generation
from fossil free energy
sources to 40% by 2030.

Create additional carbon
sink of 2.5 to 3 billion
tons through additional
forest and tree cover.

India has progressively continued decoupling of economic growth from greenhouse gas
emissions and and therefore has met its voluntary declaration to reduce the emission
intensity of GDP by 20-25% from 2005 levels by 2020.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced India’s goal of net-zero carbon emissions
by 2070 during the COP26 in Glasgow in November 2021. India’s Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs), which must be met by 2030, were also updated.
ITS NEW GOAL INVOLVES
Growing installed
renewable
capacity to 500
GW

Fulfilling 50% of
its energy needs
from non-fossil
fuel sources

Cutting carbon
emissions by 1
billion tonnes

Lowering the
economy’s
carbon emissions
intensity by 45%
from 2005 levels.[2]

National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC)
On June 30th, 2008, the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) document
was formally released by the Prime Minister. It’s the Comprehensive framework with
approval of the PM’s Council on Climate Change.
THE PRINCIPLES OF NAPCC ARE AS FOLLOWS
Protecting the poor
through an inclusive
and sustainable
development strategy,
sensitive to climate
change

Extensive and
accelerated deployment
of appropriate
technologies for
adaptation and
mitigation
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Achieving national
growth and poverty
alleviation objectives
while ensuring
ecological sustainability

Efficient and costeffective strategies for
end-use demand side
management

New and innovative
market, regulatory, and
voluntary mechanisms
for sustainable
development

Effective
implementation
through unique
linkages – with
civil society, LGUs,
and public-private
partnerships

8 Missions under NAPCC
The NAPCC finds policies that advance development goals while simultaneously providing
co-benefits for effectively tackling climate change. The National Action Plan’s core is
made up of 8 National Missions. They promote climate change awareness, adaptation,
and mitigation, as well as energy efficiency and natural resource conservation.

National
Solar
Mission

National
Mission for
Enhanced
Energy
Efficiency

National
Mission on
Sustainable
Habitat

National
Water
Mission

THE EIGHT MISSIONS ARE

National
Mission for
Sustaining
the Himalayan
Ecosystem
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National
Mission for a
Green India

National
Mission for
Sustainable
Agriculture

National
Mission on
Strategic
Knowledge
for Climate
Change

Goals under 8 missions
NATIONAL SOLAR MISSION
•

Making solar water heaters mandatory in buildings
to promote the already proven and commercially
viable solar heating systems.

•

By the remote village electrification programme,
using solar power as an off-grid solution to provide
power to the power deprived poor.

•

Creating conditions for research and application in
the field of solar technology and support & facilitate
the already on-going R&D projects.

•

The ultimate objective is to develop a solar
industry in India, capable of delivering solar energy
competitively against the fossil fuel options.

•

It is hoped that by the end of the third phase, 2022,
India should have installed 20,000 MW of solar
power.

NATIONAL MISSION FOR ENHANCED ENERGY EFFICIENCY
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•

Spread awareness about the efficacy and efficiency of energy efficient
products and create demand.

•

Ensure adequate supply of energy efficient products, goods, and services
by forming a cadre of energy professionals.

•

Create financing platforms which can make risk guarantee funds, financial
derivatives of performance contracts.

•

Formulate well thought out evaluation and monitoring mechanisms to
capture energy savings in a transparent manner.

•

Overcome market failures through regulatory and policy measures.

•

Key areas to work upon are Energy, Efficiency, Equity and Environment.

NATIONAL MISSION ON SUSTAINABLE HABITAT
•

To create and adopt a more holistic approach for solid and liquid waste
management, ensuring their full potential for energy generation
(conversion of solid waste into energy), recycling, reusing and composting.

•

To encourage alternative transport systems and establish fuel efficiency
standards and reduce fuel consumed per passenger travel by the provision
of pedestrian pathways.

•

To provide for adoption and creation of alternative technologies mitigating
climate change and to encourage community involvement for it.

•

Creation of one building code for the entire nation.

•

A system to enforce law and order.

•

Establish financial incentives based on green rating.

•

Reduce the need for pumping of water, proper treatment of waste water
and use of better designed toilets.

•

Promote use of natural gas and alternative & renewable fuels.

•

Comprehensive urban renewal master plan proposals with sustainable
designs.

•

Better enforcement of Urban Development Plan Formulation and
Implementation (UDPFI) guidelines.

NATIONAL WATER MISSION
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•

Review and data collection on the network
of hydrological, automatic weather and
automated rain gauge stations.

•

Expeditiously implement water projects
in climate sensitive regions.

•

Promotion of water purification
desalination techniques.

•

Enactment of a bill for the regulation and
management of groundwater sources.

and

•

Research in water use efficiency in industry, agriculture and domestic sectors.

•

Providing incentives for water neutral & positive technologies.

•

Review National Water Policy to include integrated water resources management,
evaporation management and basin level management.

•

Water data base in the public domain and the assessment of impact of climate
change on water resource

•

Promotion of citizen and state action for water conservation, augmentation and
preservation.

•

More focused attention to over-exploited areas.

•

Improving water use efficiency by 20% through regulatory and pricing mechanisms.

NATIONAL MISSION FOR SUSTAINING THE HIMALAYAN ECOSYSTEM
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•

Human and knowledge capacities- appointing trained personnel who can
capture, store and apply knowledge relating to vulnerability and changes
in the region.

•

Institutional capacities- creating capability to conduct long term
observations, studies to understand and warn of changes in the Himalayan
ecosystem

•

Evidence based policy building and governance- creating a platform for
Himalayan states and the Center to interact with various bodies.

•

Continuous self learning for balancing between forces of Nature and
actions of mankind by creating strong linkages with community based
organizations.

•

Establishing a modern center of Glaciology, standardization of data
collection to ensure interoperability and mapping of natural resources in
the area.

•

Identification and training of experts and specialists in the area relevant to
sustaining the Himalayan ecosystem.

NATIONAL MISSION FOR A GREEN INDIA
•

Enhancing carbon sinks in sustainably
managed forests.

•

Enhancing the resilience of vulnerable
species and ecosystems to adapt to
climate change.

•

Enabling forest dependent communities
to adapt to climate variability.

•

Double the area to be taken up for
afforestation.

•

Increase greenhouse gas removals by
Indian forests.

•

Enhance resilience of forests and
ecosystems falling under the mission.

NATIONAL MISSION FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
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•

Strengthening agricultural insurance, developing a system based on
Geographic Information System (GIS) and remote sensing to map soil
resources and land use.

•

Providing information and collation of off-season crops and preparation of
state-level agro-climatic atlases.

•

Strategise to evolve low input agriculture with enhanced water and
nitrogen efficient crops.

•

Nutritional strategies to manage heat stress in dairy animals.

•

Using micro irrigation systems.

•

Promotion of agricultural techniques like minimum tillage, organic farming
and rain water conservation.

•

Capacity building of farmers and other stakeholders.

•

Production of bio-fertilizer, compost along with subsidies for chemical
fertilizers.

•

Strengthening of National Agricultural Insurance Scheme.

NATIONAL MISSION ON STRATEGIC
KNOWLEDGE FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
•

Develop regional climate science.

•

Leverage international cooperation.

•

The efforts undertaken here would
feed into the Indian National Network
for Climate Change Assessment
(INCCA) which is a stock taking exercise
conducted every two years as part of the
national obligations under UNFCCC.

•

Creation of a data generation and
sharing system by mapping resources
on knowledge relevant to climate
change.

•

Identifying
knowledge
gaps
and
inspiring from global technological
trends to select and test technologies.

‘Perform Achieve and Trade’ (PAT) is a competitive mechanism under
National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE) for reducing
energy use in large industries. The government shortlists industries and
restricts the amount of energy they can consume and defines a time limit
of three years by when this restriction should be met as part of PAT scheme.
The PAT scheme covered about 13 energy-intensive sectors. Sectors included
are Thermal Power Plants (TPP), cement, aluminum, iron and steel, pulp
and paper, fertilizer, chlor-alkali, petroleum refineries, petrochemicals,
distribution companies, railways, textile and commercial buildings (hotels
and airports).
The Government under the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture
is addressing the risk associated with climate change by devising
appropriate adaptation and mitigation strategies, ensuring food security
in the country.
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A steady rise: India fossil fuel subsidies
A report ‘Mapping India’s Energy Subsidies 2021: Time for renewed support to clean
energy’ by The International Institute for Sustainable Development and the Council on
Energy, Environment and Water said that the support for fossil fuels has increased as
of the latest year of comprehensive data, hitting Rs 70,578 crore in 2020 – which is 7.3
times the sum of subsidies to clean energy.
Coal subsidies have been steadily declining since FY 2014, but still remain 1.74 times
higher than the renewable energy subsidies. In FY 2021, several non-subsidy measures,
such as withdrawing or pushing back environmental regulations despite health impacts
for citizens, were implemented to incentivise domestic coal production.
The government’s push for renewable energy has been one of its main defense against
criticism for using fossil fuels. However, government subsidies to the renewable sector
have fallen by nearly 45% since their peak in (financial year) 2017, according to the
study, which states that support for the sector needs a revival. The study also revealed
that oil and gas subsidies jumped by about 16% in 2020.[3]

State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC)
In 2009 the Government of India directed all state governments and union territories
to prepare State Action Plans on Climate Change (SAPCC), consistent with the strategy
outlined in the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). This put into motion
a dynamic process involving tie-ups with multiple stakeholders, formation of new
committees, cross sectorial deliberations, workshops, & significantly, the marriage of
new research and plans with existing policy programmes.
Procedurally, it has been a sizable effort at mapping regional climate vulnerability,
examining future projections, arriving at sectoral implications, and framing
actionable strategies. Environmental policy-making on such a grand scale however, is
little studied and understood.
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In the Indian context, State Action Plans on Climate Change (SAPCC) serve as
the primary policy document at the sub-national level to address vulnerabilities
and increase resilience.
•

To implement the plans and targets laid out under SAPCCs, several pilots and
demonstration projects are conducted, with funds from designated agencies
and by the national government under the National Adaptation Fund on
Climate Change (NAFCC).

•

In most states SAPCCs have functioned as a stand-alone document with limited
recognition of the activities of other line departments, which if integrated, can
bring forth collective climate action.

Moreover, the scope of SAPCCs is largely restricted to state jurisdiction, without
a clear vision at further de-centralised governance systems. Districts and
cities are still largely neglected areas for climate action in the SAPCCs. Second,
pilots and demonstration projects, in general, have emerged as a useful tool, but
nevertheless suffer from lack of in-built design of up scaling.
Further for undertaking climate actions and replication, while the focus is
largely concentrated on finance, its access and its mobilization within means of
implementation and capacity building needs a greater focus. Building institutions
and structures are crucial components of capacity building, an aspect largely
marginalized. With such limitations, SAPCCs have not been able to achieve
the original intent of providing a directional shift in the business-as-usual
development pathways. Against this backdrop, demonstrations and pilots by
themselves, though useful, are not enough. To tackle the severity of the challenge
of climate impacts, revision of SAPCCs must be accompanied with a long-term
strategy for up-scaled and effective climate actions grounded in strengthened
human and financial capacities as well as innovations in governance structures
and institutions.
There are a number of obstacles to implementation of the SAPCCs, which help
explain why limited progress has been made to date:
1. Lack of leadership and political will.
2. Lack of clear actions The draft and final SAPCC documents vary considerably
in terms of the amount of detail they contain, but most have certain similar
weaknesses.
3. Little alignment with annual development plans and budgets.
4. Resource constraints and uncertainty State governments drafted the SAPCCs
under the assumption that funding would materialize for implementation,
either from central government or elsewhere.
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WHAT DO THESE POLICIES INDICATE FOR THE FUTURE?
India is a Party to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), its Kyoto Protocol (KP), and the Paris Agreement (PA). Independent
studies rate India’s efforts highly and compliant with the requirements under
PA. The Government of India stands committed to combating climate change
through its several programmes and schemes including the National Action Plan
on Climate Change (NAPCC) which comprises missions. The NAPCC provides
an overarching framework for all climate actions. Thirty-three States /Union
Territories have prepared their State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC)
in line with NAPCC taking into account the State’s specific issues relating to
climate change. These SAPCCs outline sector-specific and cross-sectoral priority
actions, including adaptation.

Indian Politics and climate change
How important are climate issues in the Indian elections? Some newspapers report that
citizens are demanding climate action. If this is true, we should expect to see political
parties talking prominently about their climate policies. We closely examined the election
manifestos of the two leading national parties.
The good news is that both parties talk about climate issues: by some accounts, this is
the first time that major political parties have done so. But what is revealing is how little
they talk, and how even this modest climate talk does not feature prominently in their
platforms.
In America, the 2018 exit polls reveal that climate change does not figure among the
top issues that motivated voting. The Indian story seems no different: climate policy
is not dominating the political discourse, especially when it is placed alongside
other issues such as jobs and national security. If election manifestos are a glimpse of
voters’ policy preferences and a preview of the priorities of the next government, this is
bad news for India and for the world.
In the last few years, climate change has become politicized — as a positive force
encouraging hopefuls to debate how to address it, as well as a bitter excuse to mock
opponents not sufficiently prioritizing other ‘pressing’ issues such as job security
or poverty. For governments that dismiss climate change — like the United States
under Donald Trump — public movements have come up to challenge and hold them
accountable. In India, however, the movement hasn’t gained as much momentum as in
the West.
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It seems India is doing a great job on the surface. So what’s the need for a mass
movement? Of all G20 (group of 20) nations, India is hailed as the one that has come
close to meeting its 2015 Paris Agreement goals. It is spending nearly Rs 2,000 crore
public funds on its ambitious solar energy plan. With this, the government seems to be
keeping up with its pledge of generating 40 percent of power from renewable sources.
A study by Steve Crabtree, research analyst at consultancy group Gallup, found that 77
percent Indians were satisfied with the current government’s efforts to combat climate
change. In fact, shortly after Narendra Modi assumed office as Prime Minister in 2014,
he renamed the Ministry of Environment and Forests as the Ministry of Environment,
Forests, and Climate Change.
While it is true that India’s net carbon emissions are significantly lower given the
population size, and Modi’s plans to invest in renewable energy seem commendable,
the reality is far from ideal. More than half our GDP is singularly dependent on coal.
Pollution from the combustion of fossil fuels - of which coal is the most polluting
— is responsible for over nine million deaths globally. India represents about 50
percent of that number. Despite this, the central government continues to heavily
subsidize the coal mining industry, pumping in nearly Rs 60,000 crore annually. In
2015 the government also introduced the Coal Mines Special Provision Act, which
opened the sector to commercial mining by private companies. One of the main
goals of the Modi government is to bring India to a $5 trillion economy — brought down
from the initial $20 trillion ambition — by 2024. This will inevitably come at the cost of
the same government’s ostentatious climate change promises.

13

HOW DOES GLOBAL CLIMATE POLICY IMPACT INDIAN REGULATIONS?
With the 1°C warming that has already occurred since pre-industrial times, Himalayan
glaciers have begun to retreat, and there has been a marked increase in the frequency
and intensity of heat waves, droughts, extreme rainfall events and floods. If the world
warms to between 2.6°C & 3.2°C, as the UN climate secretariat estimates it will based on
current country pledges, this will have serious, pervasive and irreversible consequences
for India – not just in terms of impacts on peoples and ecosystems, but also on economic
growth, livelihoods and wellbeing. Climate change is predicted, for instance, to reduce
agricultural incomes by 15-25% by the end of the century in India.
India has traditionally approached climate change as a diplomatic issue, insisting that
the developed world – because of their disproportionate role in causing the problem
– should lead the way in reducing emissions, and provide the developing world the
finance and technology to do so. While this approach is entirely justifiable and has
served India well in the past, there are compelling reasons for the country to rethink
its approach to international and domestic climate policy. First, climate change is
likely to have profound and devastating impacts in India, impacts that will make the task
of development and poverty eradication considerably harder. Second, there are several
cost-effective actions that India can take that serve its development as well as climate
interests.[4]
Rethinking our approach would translate internationally into joining, even leading, a
‘coalition of the willing’ that advocates for an ambitious and strong rules-based global
climate regime. Domestically, it would translate into a proactive exploration of lowercarbon opportunities for growth that foster development, while investing in climate
adaptation and resilience. Rethinking our approach at the international and domestic
levels, however, calls for strong institutions for climate governance.
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India’s position in the international climate negotiations is set within larger geopolitical developments that also inform and influence its broader foreign and energy
policy. India leads the International Solar Alliance and provides a substantial market,
while China has technological leadership in solar panels and storage technologies. Both
countries are involved in the Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank.
As the reality of climate change looms, and its impacts become more real, India – as is
true of other countries – increasingly needs to view climate change as a developmental
challenge, and not simply as a diplomatic one. Simply put, climate change will make
development outcomes more challenging. For example, global pressures to limit
greenhouse gasses and the emergence of new technologies will make it more
complicated for India to power its industries and provide electricity to its citizens in
conventional ways.
Agriculture, on which a substantial portion of the population still depends for
livelihoods, may be particularly hard hit. Cities and coastlines may be subject to
disruptions from climate-related events. Water cycles may be disrupted, and the timing
and availability of water through rainfall and in India’s rivers may shift. And heat waves
and shifting disease vectors will complicate the problem of ensuring public health.
Climate change is not an isolated challenge to be addressed by one part of the
government; it is a problem that requires mainstreaming of climate considerations
through all sections of the government’s decision-making apparatus. [5]
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Calculate your carbon footprint to make more informed decisions on how you can cut
your share of emissions!
https://www.carboninitiativeforum.org/calculate your carbon footprint/
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